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MLMORANDUNM
Rightist Terrorism in El Salvador

Fearing that the gaverning junta will be unable to
prevent a takeover by the rovolutionary lefe, rightists in
El Salvador are 8topping up violant actions. Thélr goal s
to vctaliate againgt the ft and to encourage a rightwing
coup. Although our information on vigilante groups is
skctchy--partly reflecting their history of fading in and
out of oxi{stonco--the involvemant of sacurity force personhel
and nenbers of th elite is widely accepted and
substantiated

The principal rightist paramilitary organizaticn, the
Wilte Warriors' Unlop (UGBR) , was €ormed in 1977. It focusod .
its initfal activitias on the clergy, claiming responsibility :
for nurdering a Jesyie pricst {n nr3-1977 and -threatening to
kill all romaining Jesuits 1f thay did not loave El Salvador
by year's end. Last ear, the organization killod ancther
priest, and {t probap Y was involved {n dozons of additional--
but ulattributed--murdors of teache
activists. Tho uGe pu
eting further actiun a

e nowransm tas Propered by the Latin inerioa Division of the
Officc of Folitisal malysia. The norand= W rogucated by tre Latin
Alerioun mTrveentasive of the National Sewurity Covmoil.
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In the past, suspicion of government {nvolvement with
the terrorist right was prempted by ex-President Romero's

p getance to speak out or crack down against the UGH.
hava provided some corroboration on
xtr e goverpment, and tho
Salvadoran oligarchy,
laim ontrolled by
A

ng rembors of tha Romero regime.

Wtwo middle-grade Natlonal )
Guard officers wore directing the tarrcrist activities.

A new group--the Organi:zation for Liberation from
Corrunism (OLC) --which announred {ts formation last month
and took credit for two bonbings, may bo linked to the
forrer hoad of the Guara, yho ls known for his ultraconserva-
tive vicws. Tha OLC may have been responsible for killing a
leader of a prominont leftist arty that w.thdrow froa the
. Jovernment in January. An act ve-duty Wational Guard offiter
responsible for one of the recent
bombingas.

»

Kardliners in the cconocmic alite probably have provided
perscnnel, funds, equipment, and organizing ability to the
rightist cause. that a
wealthy vancher had used his airplane to bring a large
quantity of arms into the country, that a group of oligarchs
intended to finance 3 torrorist campaign, and that menmbers
of the yroup had 8olicited support from rightwing lecaders in
Guatoasla, feprosentatives of an influential
tusinussmon's association adaittad that some terrorist acts
were carried out by persans in the pPrivate scctor who were
frustrated at the erosien of public ordov-.- Y




